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TEPCO Fukushima Nuclear Disaster and Women:
Gender Gap as a Factor Amplifying Damages
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Summary

This paper focuses on how gender disparities in Japan have led to the
underestimation and invisibility of the damage caused by the Fukushima nu-
clear power plant accident in 2011. In Section 1, the author will examine how
the women perceived and responded to the accident by conducting question-
naires and interviews with residents of Fukushima and Tochigi Prefectures.
Section 2 examines the gender disparity issue that has made it difficult for
women to face the damage caused by the nuclear accident, and the signif-
icance and challenges of the post-nuclear accident activities led by women
in the absence of official support. Finally, Section 3 examines the structural
problem of women's voices not being reflected in the decision-making process
related to the nuclear accident, based on interviews with women who became
members of local councils after the accident. Through these analyses, this pa-
per shows that the gender disparities in Japanese society, which existed even
before the nuclear accident, have aggravated the damage caused by the acci-

dent and made it difficult to cope with the accident and to recover from it.
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