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Gender and Return Migration of First-Generation Migrant Workers:

A Case Study of Construction Workers in Rural Hubei Province
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Abstract

With the implementation of the “clearance order (gingtuiling),” first-
generation migrant workers in the construction industry are facing dramatic
shifts in the urban employment environment. Age restrictions imposed by
this policy exclude them from urban labor markets, compelling their return to
rural hometowns. It i1s generally assumed that they can achieve a comfortable
life upon returning, as agricultural land is often regarded as a “safety net’
for rural households. This assumption rests on the notion that agriculture
provides a stable economic foundation and that traditional gender roles
ensure a smooth division of labor in rural settings. However, as urban work
opportunities become increasingly inaccessible, sustaining a livelihood in
rural areas proves challenging. These “aged” first-generation migrant workers
bear additional responsibilities, including supporting the livelihoods of the
younger generation. The focus of this study is to employ a gender perspective
to examine the specific challenges faced by first-generation migrant workers
from rural communities in Hubeil Province as they are forced to return to

rural life and irrevocably detached from the urban labor market.
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