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Invisible Reproductive Labor in Environmental Struggles:

Reihoku's Anti-Coal Plant Movement Revisited through a Feminist Perspective

AT (BERDOKEKAKE)

Niina Takemoto (Ochanomizu University)

Abstract

This article examines the overlooked role of reproductive labor in an-
ti-pollution and environmental movements, focusing on local resistance to the
construction of a coal-fired power plant in Reihoku Town, Amakusa District,
Kumamoto Prefecture in the 1970s and 1980s. Farmers, fishers, and civic
actors were at the center of the movement, which included initiatives such
as the Amakusa Environmental Conference and an administrative lawsuit to
revoke a public water reclamation permit. The article highlights the forms of
labor that sustained both the environment and the movement--specifically the
ecological care practices of diving fishers and the unpaid, gendered labor of
women who prepared food and organized support for gatherings—and high-
lights how these labor practices remained invisible.

Despite their foundational role in sustaining local ecologies and grass-
roots organizing, these practices have been excluded not only from legal and
policy frameworks but also from the historical narratives of the movements
themselves. By rethinking these practices as reproductive labor, the article
offers new insights into the intersection of feminist economics and environ-
mental movements, and proposes a reimagining of anti-pollution and environ-
mental movements that centers the significance of care, sustainability, and

everyday labor.
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