e

et N RG2S 20 S SV S R 1
—— M3k - SR (5] 205

From ‘Women's Support Service’ to ‘the Bill of Women's Support’:
Toward the Recognition of Women's Consultant's Services as ‘Labour’
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Summary

Women's Consultant is an organization that provides support services
for women including victims of domestic violence (DV) based on the Anti-Pros-
titution Act. It is, however, run by non-regular civil servants, among which 80
percent are part-timers. It is difficult to understand the real situation of those
who are working as women's consultants because their work involves protect-
ing the DV victims safety and privacy as well. They provide various services
such as assessing damages caused by violence, providing shelter, housing, and
employment, as well as support for divorce. The women's consultants should
respond to these needs quickly. Notwithstanding the difficult tasks and high
professional skills that are required to support the victims of violence, as well
as having knowledges in various fields such as social work and gender issues,
valuation of these activities or skills are very low and they are low paid. De-
valuing women's consultants’ services come from lack of recognition of their
expertise, which is similar to the underestimation of women's care work in the
family. Therefore, this paper argues that women's consultant's services should
legally be recognized as jobs that require the same level of expertise as social

workers.
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