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Abstract

The paper aims to examine how economic and societal changes in In-
donesia could impact ex-migrant domestic workers circular migration. As a
result of the Indonesian government promoting overseas employment policies
since the late 1970s, migrant workers in the reproductive labor sphere, i.e., do-
mestic and care workers, have tended to dominate the market----a group that
also includes the mobilization of rural women as well as the manufacturing
and service industry since the 1980s. Indonesia's continuous economic growth
since 1998----bar the Suharto regime's fall and the bankruptcy of the Lehman
brothers----has helped create jobs in the domestic labor market, which lead to
increase the minimum wages. In addition, free themselves from gender norms
such as being dutiful daughters or sisters, and organizing domestic workers
in this context, the choices made by ex-migrant domestic workers have cer-
tainly been impacted. This includes for instance whether they choose to be-
come local domestic workers after returning home or whether they start their
own businesses such as opening a grocery store in their home community,

as the ideal reintegration model suggests. The findings from interviews with
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domestic workers' unions in metropolitan Jakarta, however, can help clear
the historical and ongoing stigma against domestic workers, especially when
asked why ex-migrant domestic workers are so eager to join “skill-training

programs’ for local domestic workers.
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